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Authors Share Their Favorite Books

Kristan Higgins

“Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh was a book I read over and over as a kid. 1 loved
Harriet’s independence and drive and her ability to get where she wanted. Most of all, Harriet
reminded me that everyone has a story worth reading. ”

Kristan Higgins is a New York Times-bestselling author of more than 20 novels.
Nisha Sharma

“I was crazy about Pride and Prejudice from the moment I read the very first sentence.
Elizabeth Bennet is a strong-willed heroine who knows her mind and her heart. At a young
age, Jane Austen made me believe that strong women like Elizabeth deserve love from men
who respect their intelligence. 1 can confidently say Jane Austen’s story shaped the direction
of my writing career. ”

Nisha Sharma is the author of My So-Called Bollywood Li fe.
Elyssa Friedland

“I absolutely adore Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine. What could be better than a
story about a girl forced to obey every order because of a gift from a fairy (filj Zz)? Tired of
being taken advantage of, the girl, with a talking book as her companion, leaves her home to
find the fairy to return her unwanted gift. This is a story about taking matters into one’s own
hands and using wisdom and determination to overcome what seems like an insurmountable
obstacle (1] i 4 i) R i) . 7

Elyssa Friedland is the author of the novel named The Intermission.
Vesper Stamper

“It’s hard to beat the Bronté sisters for their woman power. My favorite book of all time
is Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté, which proves that a girl or woman can have inner strength
and great power by being herself, even if that is ‘poor, plain and little’. Jane refuses to give
in to moral convenience, at great cost to herself. As a result, she finds true love and changes
the lives of those she comes across. A lesson for me: Sometimes it’s in the small acts that a
real change is made. ”

Vesper Stamper is the author of What the Night Sings, an incredibly moving novel.
1. Whose book is Nisha Sharma’s favorite?

A. Louise Fitzhugh’s. B. Jane Austen’s.
C. Gail Carson Levine’s. D. Charlotte Bronté’s.
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2. Which book is related to magic?

A. Harriet the Spy. B. Pride and Prejudice.
C. Ella Enchanted. D. Jane Eyre.
3. What do the four books shared by authors have in common?
A. Their main characters are females. B. Their authors were born very poor.
C. They focus on seeking for true love. D. They describe the authors’ own lives.
B

COVID-19 was a hit on our senior writers’ group, as a gathering of more than ten people
was prohibited. It looked like our precious hours together would have to be put off endlessly.
One of our members, Dea, suggested an online meeting service called Zoom that she used at
work, which would make it possible for us to have an online meeting, reading our works to
each other just like always.

1 was too old for this sort of thing. I mentioned the idea to my twenty-something niece.
She lived in Denver and offered to help me long-distance. She showed me the website and how
to start a free membership. But I was hopelessly lost when they wanted my e-mail address and
my Facebook password. 1 could never remember passwords. I had to get the hang of this, or
our beloved writers’ group would join the ranks of organizations closed by COVID-19. Dea
helped me through a few more of the numerous steps to sign up.

On our Facebook page, 1 gave everybody the link to use the next day. That night, I
decided to take a practice run at signing on. Somehow I managed to open three separate
memberships under three different e-mail addresses—complete with passwords!

The next day, I'd noticed that the camera on the computer added ten years to my
appearance, so I piled on the make-up. Soon, I joined two members, who both claimed they
could see each other but couldn’t see me. Then Dea came on board. Soon, with her guidance,
I was visible in all my glory. Within minutes, we were off and running, joined by other
members, It was just like old times, with each person reading a piece of their work.

It turns out that a seventy-two-year-old grandma can learn how to do something new on
the Internet.

4. What did the author fail to do at first because of COVID-197

A. Concentrate on her daily writing. B. Communicate with her relatives.
C. Have group discussions on writing. D. Get in touch with group members.
5. Why did the author insist on learning to use Zoom?
A. She intended to improve her memory. B. She planned to join new organizations.
C. She liked communicating with her niece. D. She wanted to keep the writers’ group alive.
6. What trouble did Dea help the author settle?
A. How to look much younger on camera. B. How to get her seen by others on Zoom.

C. How to read a piece of her work to others. D. How to do a proper make-up for a meeting,
7. What message does the story mainly convey?
A. It’s never too old to learn. B. Kill two birds with one stone.
C. Failure is the mother of success. D. God helps those who help themselves.
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Are you a person who is good at making friends? As we all know, there are some people
who seem to be surrounded by friends always, and there are others who always seem to be
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standing on the outside. If you are one of the outsiders, it is time to break out of your shell
and start making new friends. 8

1. Be yourself

In fact, if you aren’t yourself, it isn’t you that others are becoming friends with. If you
do not act like yourself, you may not be well received, because you are a totally different
person. 9

2. Start with people you know

Reach out to people you have known, and reconnect with old friends you haven’t seen in a
long time. Don’t forget about friends of friends. You may connect with some people just by
hanging out with your friends and their friends. 10 . If you stay home, you aren’t going to
meet people.

3. Use technology

There are all kinds of online groups you can take part in. 11 . They create

experiences people can join, and you get to meet like-minded people who share your interests.

4, 12

When you meet new people, ask them questions about themselves. Not only do you get
to learn more about them, it shows them that you are interested. And they are going to open
up to you more.

A. Ask questions

B. Open your heart

C. If you are invited to go out, go

D. Here are some tips that will help

E. Let people get to know the real you

F. Many are local groups that plan activities
G. High technology is useful in making friends
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One day, my three-year-old son decided to build a castle on a beach. Although I warned
him that it might be 13 , he insisted on building it in the path of the waves that would
crash on the shore.

1 14 , figuring the only way to make him understand was to let him do whatever he
liked and see what would happen. I only hoped that he wouldn’t be too 15  when the first
wave destroyed his creation.

Tomy 16 , when the waves came and destroyed his castle, he even clapped his hands
and said cheerfully, “That’s great! Let’s do it again!”

I couldn’t understand how he could 17  seeing his fruit of labor ruined.

“Was it really fun when the waves destroyed the 18 ?” I asked when we were on the
way home.

“Yes,” he said.

His reply reminded me of my 19 . Nothing I did at home ever seemed to 20 , too.
I cleaned the floor only to see someone make it 21  again. My life was just one never-ending

to-do 22 . Just like the sand castles my son built, all my 23  were wiped away by a

wave called Family Life. Had I even 24  whether the things I had done really matter?
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As I recalled my child digging in the sand 25 , I realized that I have been building
something 26 , something that will last forever: I have been a family.
13. A. taken apart B. cleaned up C. washed away D. dug out
14. A. sighed B. danced C. floated D. regretted
15. A. embarrassed B. frightened C. guilty D. upset
16. A. disappointment B. joy C. surprise D. sadness
17. A. keep B. stand C. avoid D. risk
18. A. tools B. shells C. shoes D. castles
19. A. value B. dream C. housework D. plan
20. A. last B. happen C. help D. disappear
21. A. empty B. dirty C. tidy D. dry
22. A. experiment B. test C. list D. puzzle
23. A. tears B. worries C. feelings D. efforts
24. A. doubted B. hoped C. meant D. realized
25. A. happily B. suddenly C. finally D. personally
26. A. physical B. moral C. important D. formal
27. A. protecting B. building C. designing D. adapting
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Zhong Nanshan, an 83-year-old doctor who became famous 17 years ago for “daring to

speak” in the fight against SARS, is the public face of China’s effort

kind of coronavirusGeERIGEE).
Despite his advanced age, Zhong 29 (appoint) to take the lead to look into and study

the new virus after it broke out. Its outbreak was

30

28

(control) a new

(shock) news for millions of Chinese

people who were traveling for the week-long Lunar New Year holiday. His announcement on

Monday 31
32 (possible) of that was limited—led to worries about the outbreak. After that, some
33  truth.

That marks a departure from 2003, when in an atmosphere of fear, Zhong, a respiratory

the virus could spread between humans—Ilocal officials had previously said the
officials were accused of covering up
(FEIZ A diseases specialist, gave media his honest assessment of the severity of the outbreak

of SARS. Zhong was praised 34 35

figure ever since. He often attends important meetings where public health 36 (problem)

his bravery and honesty and (remain) a public

like air pollution are discussed.
Zhong is also well-known for his muscle-bound physique (JJL Al #4{& 4% ). Photos of him

lifting weights are 37 (wide) circulated online.
28. 29. 30. 31. 32.
33. 34. 30. 36. 37.

02023 Jii = % % SRS « E/E(—) HF4db4 50 [H#M B



